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Republic Day of India Special

Collaboration for a stronger partnership
Sanjay Kumar Verma
AmbAssAdor of IndIA

On the occasion of
the 70th Republic
Day of India, I extend
my warm greetings
to Their Majesties,
Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, the
government and the
people of Japan. I also
take this opportunity to convey my special
greetings to the growing number of fellow
Indians in Japan who are important stakeholders in our rapidly evolving special strategic and global partnership.
India and Japan are guided by shared
values, including the heritage of Buddhism,
openness, rule of law and freedom of navigation and commerce in the Indo-Pacific region.
It is a relationship that is special in many ways
and global in its implications. It is a partnership of great substance and purpose that is
the cornerstone of India’s Act East policy. The
13th annual bilateral summit between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, held in October, further strengthened our bonds.

Under the dynamic leadership of Modi,
India has emerged as the world’s fastestgrowing economy. It is a global hub for
manufacturing and innovation, and has one
of the most liberal foreign direct investment
(FDI) regimes in the world, registering FDI
inflows of nearly $61 billion in the fiscal year
2017 to 2018. The International Monetary
Fund has projected that India will grow at a
rate of 7.3 percent in 2019 and 7.4 percent in
2020. Recently, India climbed 23 spots in the
World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index, to
rank 77th.
Japan, the third-largest investor in India,
is our valued economic partner. India is also
Japan’s largest official development assistance
partner. As of October, there were 1,441 Japanese companies registered in India with 5,120
business establishments. India offers Japan a
scalable destination for establishing a competitive manufacturing base for tapping into
Indian and global markets.
The Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed
Railway project and Japan Industrial
Townships are symbols of our mutually
beneficial partnership. Supplementing the
Make In India initiative, Japanese companies have decided to manufacture 75
percent of the rail coaches for the Chennai

Metro in India.
The India-Japan Digital Partnership and
Japan-India Startup Initiative were also
launched recently. The Startup Hub in Bangalore will help channel investments, both
domestically and from Japan, and promote
collaboration between our vibrant startup
ecosystems.
Japan is participating in skill transfer initiatives through the Japan-India Institutes
of Manufacturing and Japanese Endowed
Courses established in India. In a historic
development, the first batch of interns from
India arrived in Japan under the framework
of the Technical Intern Training Program in
2018. Complementing this is the expanding
base for the study of Japanese language in
India.
The establishment of the Japan India Food
Business Council has brought focus to the
promising food-processing sector in India.
We are working to tap the synergies between
Japan’s Asia Health and Wellness Initiative
and India’s Ayushman Bharat health care
plan. During the recent annual bilateral summit, Japan and India agreed to cooperate in
the areas of traditional systems of medicine,
such as Ayurveda. Our cooperation in science
and technology extends to space science as

well and recently, we agreed to launch a space
dialogue.
There is convergence between India’s Act
East policy and Japan’s Free and Open IndoPacific strategy. Our countries agree that
infrastructure and connectivity projects in the
region should be based on the principles of
openness, transparency, economic viability,
fiscal responsibility and respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity. The Act East
Forum, which we have set up, aids the development of India’s Northeast Region with
excellent prospects for cooperation in developing countries.
The progress of our strategic and defense
cooperation can be seen in our decision to
hold “two-plus-two” ministerial meetings.
Apart from regular naval and coast guard
exercises, the Indian Army and Japan’s
Ground Self-Defense Force engaged in the
first-ever Counter-Insurgency-Counter-Terrorism exercise, Dharma Guardian, in 2018
in Mizoram, India. The Indian Air Force and
Japan’s Air Self-Defense Force also jointly held
the Shinyuu Maitri-18 exercise in Agra, India.
In this new year of hope, I wish all readers
good health, success and happiness. I am confident that the India-Japan partnership will
grow from strength to strength in 2019.

Diverse exchanges accelerate business momentum in India
maSami iijima
ChAIrmAn, the JAPAn-IndIA busIness
CooPerAtIon CommIttee

On behalf of the Japan-India Business Cooperation Committee (JIBCC), I would like to
offer my congratulations on the occasion of
the 70th Republic Day of India.
Over many years, Japan and India have
established excellent relations through political, economic and cultural exchanges. Both
nations have agreed to transform their special
strategic and global partnership into a deep,
action-oriented partnership. Both countries

will cooperate in
countless fields for
the peace and prosperity of the IndoPacific region and the
world.
In addition to these
developments, the
number of Japanese
companies in India
reached 1,441 in October. A significant number of large-scale projects, such as the bullet
train line adopting the shinkansen system, are
also in progress. India’s gross domestic prod-

uct growth was 7.1 percent annually in the
three months ending in September, making
the country the fastest-growing economy in
the world. This is backed by public and private investment and stable consumer spending. With increasing business momentum in
India, the pace of penetration by Japanese
companies is expected to accelerate.
The JIBCC was established in 1966 to
enhance mutual understanding and facilitate
economic relations between our countries.
The committee held its 42nd regular joint
meeting with the India-Japan Business Cooperation Committee in Delhi on Jan. 23, 2018,

and is looking forward to holding the 43rd
meeting in Tokyo in February. Additionally,
JIBCC recently dispatched an economic mission to Ahmedabad with Keidanren and the
Japanese government for the Vibrant Gujarat
Global Summit. The JIBCC hopes to contribute to the further development of business
through these activities.
I will conclude by once again offering my
congratulations on the 70th Republic Day
of India, and my sincere wishes for India’s
increasing development and prosperity in
the future.

Areas of cooperation expand
yoSHiro mori
chairman, the Japan-india association

On the occasion of
the 70th Republic
Day of India, I would
like to extend my
heartfelt congratulations to the government and people
of India on behalf
of the Japan-India
Association.
The visit to Japan in October by Prime Minister Narendra Modi amply demonstrated an
unprecedented friendship and cooperation
between our two countries. Mutual trust and
a cooperative spirit between Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe and Modi are pushing further
our common interests and engaging such
friendly countries as the U.S. and Australia

into Abe’s “free and open” Indo-Pacific vision
and Modi’s Act East policy.
On the bilateral front, major projects such as
the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor, DelhiMumbai Freight Corridor, Mumbai-Ahmedabad Shinkansen Project, Chennai-Bangalore
Industrial Corridor, development of northeast
India and others are progressing well.
Our cooperation extends not only in hardware areas, but also in software fields. The
two governments and private sectors are
working together for the construction of “Japanese-style manufacturing schools,” increased
scholarships in both directions, an accelerated
education of Japanese language in India, an
increase in the exchange of the youth, sports,
air traffic, tourists and regional entities.
New areas of cooperation have been added
to include health care and agriculture.
I am convinced that our relationship will
continue to flourish this year.

High-level visits further trust
HiroyuKi HoSoda
PresIdent of the JAPAn-IndIA
PArlIAmentArIAns’ frIendshIP leAgue

The Japan-India
Parliamentarians’
Friendship League
would like to extend
our heartfelt congratulations to the
people of India on
the occasion of the
70th Republic Day
of India.
Japan and India share strategic interests
and universal values such as democracy,
human rights and the rule of law, and maintain friendly relations founded on our long
history of exchange.
This month, Minister for Foreign Affairs
Taro Kono, Minister of Justice Takashi
Yamashita, the President of House of Coun-

cillors Chuichi Date and Minister of State
for Economic and Fiscal Policy Toshimitsu
Motegi visited India successively. These continuous high-level visits represent Japan’s
high expectations for India and the trust we
place in the country. Based on such close relations at the summit and ministerial level, we
have great expectations for the further expansion of bilateral cooperation and coordination on regional and global agendas.
Last year, the Japan-India Parliamentarians’
Friendship League had various exchanges
during the visit to Japan by members of the
Indian Parliament and business representatives, among others. The Japan-India Parliamentarians’ Friendship League remains
strongly committed to strengthening our two
countries’ relations through further exchange.
We send our heartfelt wishes to the further prosperity of the people of India and for
continued development of Japan and India’s
relationship.

Indiatourism Tokyo
Ginza KM Building 8th Flr.
8-14-5 Ginza Chuo-ku Tokyo
Tel: 03-3544-5061/3544-5063
Fax: 03-6264-3388
Email: indtourt@smile.ocn.ne.jp

www.incredibleindia.org
/incredibleindia

@incredibleindia

ICIJ Wishes a Happy Republic Day!

15.Jan - 4.Mar 2019
9 PRAY
PRAYAGRAJ
AYA
AY
YAGRAJ
www.kumbh.gov.in

PAGE: 6

world

Saturday, January 26, 2019 | The Japan Times | 7

Republic Day of India Special
Present ties find roots in past cultural fusion
Ryuko HiRa
Chairman, The indian CommerCe and
indusTry assoCiaTion Japan

Within about 1,400
years of India-Japan
relations, the Heisei
Era (1989–2019)
marked the first state
visit to India by Their
Imperial Majesties
Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko in
December 2013.
The Heisei Era saw internal consolidation
of Japan’s power and politics with progressive
changes, seeing an unprecedented number of
15 prime ministers. After a lapse of 10 years,
Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori, whom I have
coined the “father of modern Japan-India
relations,” visited India in August 2000 for the
first time to forge a new partnership toward
the dawn of the 21st century.

The roots of the Heisei Era can be traced
back to the seventh century, when Emperor
Shomu (701–756) conducted his politics
based on Buddhist ideology. Lord Gautama
Buddha’s parents, birth, upbringing and the
process of penance for self-realization were
wholly based on Hindu philosophy, which
transcends religion and spirituality into
pure wisdom of ideal, humane doctrines
such as “Help Ever Hurt Never” and “Love
All Serve All.”
The power of wisdom deeply influenced
Prince Shotoku (574–622), who formed
Japan’s 17-Article Constitution in 604 where
he included in Article 2 the wisdom of Buddha as the guiding principle of the state.
After the eighth century, Japanese interest did not remain tethered to Buddhism.
It went further to encompass Sanskrit language and literature; the whole gamut of
Indian thought and culture.
Through the fusion of Hindu heritage,
many gods and goddesses of Sanskrit tradi-

tion reached Japan and acquired Japanese
forms and names. For instance Indra, the god
of heaven, became Taishakuten.
The relations between India and Japan
developed from a range of complex historical,
intellectual and economic conditions.
Beginning with the long journey in search
for wisdom from India to Japan in the sixth
century, India-Japanese relations have today
expanded to cover almost all aspects of
human endeavor. There is, however, much
scope for further strengthening of these relations and promoting deeper understanding
between the peoples of India and Japan.
The Heisei Era has been a boon of developing peace and prosperity, as well as providing the golden bridge to cross over from
Heisei to the next era.
On the occasion of commemorating the
70th Republic Day of India, the Indian Commerce and Industry Association Japan offers
its heartiest felicitations for commemorating
the 30th anniversary of the Heisei Era.

Mutual goal of sustainable growth discussed
TeTsuRo TomiTa and kazuo HiRai
Chairs of Keidanren CommiTTee on
souTh asia

On behalf of Keidanren, we wish to extend
to the government and people of India
our heartfelt congratulations on their 70th
Republic Day.
Japan and India enjoy a long-standing
diplomatic relationship and our two nations
have built close, mutually beneficial relations
through visits between our state leaders. The
number of Japanese companies operating in
India has surpassed 1,400 and we have high
hopes that under the resolute leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the government of India will accelerate initiatives such
as Digital India and Skill India together with
efforts to improve the business environment.
Since 2007, the business communities of
Japan and India have held the India-Japan

Business Forum, where their business leaders discuss various issues and compile a joint
report for submission to the prime ministers
of both countries. The 11th forum was held
in Japan in October. Amid dramatic changes
in the global environment, including the rise
of anti-globalization sentiment and rapid
advances in digitization, business leaders
discussed three main themes with a view to
achieving sustainable growth for both of our
countries. These themes were “maintaining
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and strengthening the free and open international economic order and fostering economic partnerships;” “expanding economic
exchange through improvements to the business environment;” and “achieving inclusive
growth through strengthened cooperation in
strategically important fields.” They submitted a joint report summarizing the outcomes
of the forum to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
and Modi.
We have high expectations that the two
leaders will exercise strong leadership to realize the proposals promptly and steadily. The
business communities will also make every
effort to contribute to strengthening the special strategic and global partnership.
This content was compiled in collaboration with the embassy. The views expressed
here do not necessarily reflect those of the
newspaper.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe shake
hands during the 13th annual India-Japan summit at the Prime Minister’s Office in Tokyo on Oct. 29. minisTry of exTernal affairs, india

Wish you a Happy Republic Day 2019
26th January
Happy Republic Day!
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U.S. soldiers search suspects outside the home of a business associate of Panama strongman Manuel Noriega in Panama City on Dec. 26, 1989. ap

Washington has a long history of intervention in Latin America

How big is the U.S. backyard?
New York
ap, afp-JiJi

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro
accuses the United States of trying to orchestrate a coup against him. While the U.S. says
it is trying to rescue Venezuela’s democracy,
Washington has a long history of interventions — military and otherwise — in Latin
American politics.
Since the advent of the Monroe Doctrine in the early 19th century, the United
States has involved itself in the daily affairs
of nations across the hemisphere, often on
behalf of North American commercial interests or to support right-leaning forces against
leftist leaders.
That military involvement petered out
after the end of the Cold War, although the
U.S. has been accused of granting at least tacit
backing to coups in Venezuela in 2002 and
Honduras in 2009.
Now the U.S. has backed Venezuelan
opposition leader Juan Guaido, who on
Wednesday declared himself interim president, saying it was the only way to end the
Maduro “dictatorship,” in Venezuela, from
where millions have fled in recent years to
escape sky-high inflation and food shortages.
Guaido has said he needs the backing of
three critical groups: the people, the international community and the military.
While Wednesday’s declaration drew
tens of thousands to the streets, and over a
dozen nations in the region in addition to
the U.S. are pledging support, the military’s
backing is far from certain because Maduro
has worked to cement the support of troops
with bonuses and other special benefits.
The U.S., Canada and numerous Latin
American and European countries have
recognized Guaido’s claim to the presidency.
President Donald Trump promised to use
the “full weight” of U.S. economic and diplomatic power to push for the restoration of
Venezuela’s democracy.
Trump’s national security adviser, John
Bolton, said Thursday, “Venezuela is in
our hemisphere, I think we have a special
responsibility here, and I think the president
feels very strongly about it.”
A Trump administration official justified
the recognition of Guaido by saying that Venezuela, whose elections last year were widely
criticized as flawed, is bound by a commit-

U.S. soldiers brandish captured AK-47 rifles in a civilian car near Point Salines Airport in
St. George, Grenada, in October 1983 after U.S. forces invaded the Caribbean island, which
Washington accused of allying itself with communist Cuba. ap

ment to democracy made in the 2001 InterAmerican Democratic Charter.
Maduro on Thursday ordered all of Venezuela’s diplomats home from the United
States and closed its embassy. Maduro
warned that if U.S. officials “have any sense”
they will pull their diplomats from the U.S.
Embassy in Caracas, rather than defying him.
“They believe they have a colonial hold
in Venezuela, where they decide what they
want to do,” Maduro said in an address
broadcast live on state TV. “You must fulfill my order from the government of
Venezuela.”
The Trump’s administration leading role
in recognizing Guaido as interim president
returns the U.S. to a more assertive role in
Latin America than it has had for years.
Some of the most notable U.S. interventions in Latin America:
1846: The United States invades Mexico
and captures Mexico City in 1847. A peace
treaty the following year gives the U.S. more
than half of Mexico’s territory — what is now
most of the western United States.
1903: The United States engineers Panamanian independence from Colombia
and gains sovereign rights over the zone
where the Panama Canal would connect
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Street fighting during the siege of Monterey, Mexico, in September 1846 during the U.S. war with
Mexico. The United States invaded in 1846 and captured Mexico City in 1847. A peace treaty the
following year gave the U.S. more than half of Mexico’s territory — what is now most of the
western United States. u.s. army signal Corps / via ap
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Atlantic and Pacific shipping routes.
1903: Cuba and the U.S. sign a treaty
allowing near-total U.S. control of Cuban
affairs. U.S. establishes a naval base at Guantanamo Bay.
First quarter of the 20th century: U.S.
Marines repeatedly intervene in Central
America and the Caribbean, often to protect
U.S. business interests in moments of political instability.
1914: U.S. troops occupy the Mexican
port of Veracruz for seven months in an
attempt to sway developments in the Mexican Revolution.
1954: Guatemalan President Jacobo
Arbenz is overthrown in a CIA-backed coup.
1961: The U.S.-backed Bay of Pigs invasion fails to overthrow Soviet-backed Cuban
leader Fidel Castro but Washington continues to launch attempts to assassinate Castro
and dislodge his government.
1964: Leftist President Joao Goulart of
Brazil is overthrown in a U.S.-backed coup
that installs a military government lasting
until the 1980s.
1965: U.S. forces land in the Dominican
Republic to intervene in a civil war.
1970s: Argentina, Chile and allied South
American nations launch a brutal campaign
of repression and assassination aimed at perceived leftist threats, known as Operation
Condor, often with U.S. support.
1980s: The administration of President
Ronald Reagan backs anti-communist Contra forces against Nicaragua’s Sandinista
government and backs the Salvadoran government against leftist Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front rebels.
1983: U.S. forces invade the Caribbean
island of Grenada after accusing the government of allying itself with communist Cuba.
1989: U.S. invades Panama to oust strongman Manuel Noriega, who once was a valued CIA intelligence source, as well as one
of the primary conduits for illicit weapons,
military equipment and cash for U.S.-backed
counterinsurgency forces in Latin America.
2002: Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez
is ousted for two days before retaking power.
He and his allies accuse the U.S. of tacit support for the coup attempt.
2009: Honduran President Manuel
Zelaya overthrown by military. U.S. accused
of worsening situation by insufficient condemnation of the coup.

