H3IWBEMEY ldi

THE JAPAN TIMES TUESDAY, AUGUST 16,2011 5

India independence day celebration

Indla-Japan relatlonsh|p on an upward trajectory

Alok Prasad
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA
On the happy occasion of the
Independence Day of India, I
extend my cordial gxeetlngs to
Their Imperial ; '
Majesties Em-
peror  Akihito §
and Empress |
Michiko as well
as to the gov-
ernment  and
friendly peup!e y
of Japan. Also, I © :
felicitate my fellow citizens and
persons of Indian origin living
in Japan.

1 also wish to express my sin-
cere condolences at the recent
loss of lives from the Great East
Japan Earthquake and tsunami.
The devastation caused by this
unprecedented natural disaster
evoked spontaneous sympathy
and heartfelt emotion across In-
dia. We were happy to be able to
respond quickly and effectively
through the provision of some
emergency supplies as well as
by sending a 46-member relief
team for a period of two weeks
to Japan. This symbolizes the

sense of solidarity and civiliza-
tional links that the people of
India feel toward Japan. The
bravery and fortitude with
which the people of Japan have
faced this disaster has been an
example to the world. We are
confident that, with its custom-
ary resilience, Japan will soon
overcome the impact of this ca-
lamity.

India is the proud inheritor of
the ideals and values of one of
the world's oldest civilizations.
Over the last more than six de-
cades since independence, In-
dia has made significant strides
in all spheres. Among the re-
markable accomplishments has
been an unwavering adherence
to the values and ideals of secu-
lar democracy, which have
helped forge a sense of unity in
the multicultural, multiethnic,
multilingual society, The motto
of unity in diversity has been
realized in practice and India's
pluralistic traditions have devel-
oped a solid foundation. Our
political, social and economic
institutions have grown in
strength and manirity, and
serve as effective instruments of
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both economic development
and social justice.

As Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh has often stated, In-
dia seeks not just growth but
inclusive growth in which no
section of society is left out of

the development process. Today,
India ranks among the fastest-
growing economies of the

+ world.

India and Japan have histori-
cal and civilizational ties.. Our
relations have been marked by
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mutual good will, amity and re-
spect, and enriched by the mu-
tual flow of knowledge and
ideas. This legacy has remained
unbroken into the modern era,
which has seen our bonds
strengthen based on our shared

values of freedom, democracy

and the rule of law. Today, in the
modern context, the political
leadership of both countries and
across all parties is fully com-
mitted to developing our global
and strategic partnership.

The signing of the Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) in February
has added yet another dimen-
sion to our shared vision. The
entry into force of the CEPA on
Aug. 1 has opened up new op-
portunities in our bilateral eco-
nomic engagement. India’s eco-
nomic dynamism and youthful
vibrancy provide ample oppor-
tunities for mutually beneficial
economic relations, which can
underpin progress and prosper-
ity in both societies through the
21st century.

Besides intensifying trade
and investment relations be-
tween India and Japan, our two
countries are also pursuing
flagship infrastructure projects
like the Dedicated Freight Cor-

ridor (DFC) and Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor (DMIC). As
indicated by Prime Minister
Singh, investments in infra-
structure in India have to ex-
pand to as much as $1 trillion
over the next five years. This
will provide further opportuni-
ties for mutually beneficial part-
nerships between Japanese and
Indian corporations.

Japan has been a generous
development partner for India,
India sincerely appreciates the
significant amount of official
development assistance (ODA)
that has been provided by Ja-
pan, which has been very ben-
eficial in promoting India’s eco-
nomic development, particu-
larly in the infrastructure and
social sectors.

We are also witnessing great-
er people-to-people contacts
through enhanced cultural and
educational exchanges. The
year 2012 marks the 60th anni-
versary of the establishment of

diplomatic ties between India

and Japan. We look forward to
celebrating it in a befitting man-
ner that will bring our two na-
tions closer.

Today, our economic comple-
mentarity, strategic interests
and common aspirations for
Asian economic integration
make us natural partners. In-
deed, we have a mutual stake in
each other’s progress and pros-
perity. As the century unfolds,
we must stand together in our
determination to bring peace,
stability and economic ad-
vancement to our respective
peoples, to the region and to the
world at large.

I am confident that the com-
ing year will see the further en-
hancement of the close bonds of
friendship between India and
Japan. We look forward to work-
ing closely with Japanese gov-
ernment, business and industry,
and the public at large to realize
the common desire of our two
great peoples for universal
peace, progress and prosperity.



